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m After holding most of the reins of
power in Washington and Austin for
ears, conservatives seem to find little
K:y in the advancement of their policy
agenda, James Howard Gibbons, interis

tor / opinion pages, wonders why.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR | POLITICAL CARTOONS

Down the “§1ippery
slope to ‘newspeak’

W Jailing
journalists for
refusing to reveal
sources harms
democracy

By VANESSA LEGGETT

his is not about another

journalist going to jail.

This is not about
federal officials getting locked
up for media leaks. Though
any or all of these people could
end up behind bars, and the
government  has  already
decreed the journalist should
be the first.

This is about every Ameri-
can losing a significant mea-
sure of freedom, a certainty if
the federal government suc-
ceeds in strong-arming Time
magazine reporter Matthew
Cooper or any other journalist
into betraying confidential
sources.

Fines and jail time are fast
becoming job hazards for jour-
nalists who promise to protect
unnamed sources, In three
cases this month, seven re-
porters have been found in
contempt of court for refusing
to name confidential sources.
Two other journalists under
subpoena may soon raise that |
number to nine. Matthew
Cooper is the only reporter
who has been ordered jailed.

‘The other six were fined by

federal judges — one in an FBI
investigation, five in former
nuclear weapons scientist Wen
Ho Lee's civil suit against the

- government. Cooper is em-

broiled in grand jury proceed-
ings, a criminal matter, Each
contempt citation stems from
alleged government leaks. All
but one order has been stayed
pending appeal. That order
was affirmed by an appellate
court, and since Aug. 12, the
news organization has incurred
$11,000 in fines, which will
continue to accerue at $1,000 a
day. Last Thursday, another
three reporters received letters
from the U S, attorney’s office
asking for records obtained
from confidential sources.

Confidentiality plays a vital
role in the news-gathering
process, Nowhere is this func-
tion more important than in
Washington, D.C., the center
stage of recent assaults on the
First Amendment,

The Matthew Cooper con-
troversy arose from a series of
stories triggered by a con-
tentious opinion article written
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Houston-based free-lance writer
Vanessa Leggett spent 168 days
in jail for refusing to reveal
confidential sources. Her book,
“The Murder of the Bookie’s
Wife,” is due out in 2005 from
Crown Publishing, a division of
Random House.









